
3 Key exploitable results (KERs)                                       Living Labs (LLs) in AG-WaMED

AG-WaMED
Advancing non-conventional water management for 
innovative climate-resilient water governance in the 
Mediterranean Area
Section 2

Thematic Area: Water management
Budget: € 1,274,071.00 
Duration: 36 months 
Project website: https://agwamed.eu/
Twitter: @AgWamed

Other in Consortium: 
Politecnico di Milano, POLIMI – Italy;  Universidad Politécnica de Madrid, UPM – Spain; 
Institut des Régions Arides, IRA – Tunisia;   Alexandria University, ALEXU – Egypt;
Hellenic Agricultural Organization ELGO-DIMITRA, Agricultural Economics Research Institute, AGRERI – Greece;
Université Larbi Tebessi de Tébessa, UTEBESSA – Algeria; Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam VUA – The Netherlands (in kind)

Scientific Coordinator:
Elena, Bresci.
elena.bresci@unifi.it

State and Coordinator entity:
Italy, 
University of Florence

This project is part of the PRIMA Programme supported by the 
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme

PARTNERS

The analytical framework of SALAM-MED is based on four 
pillars sustaining a systemic and transdisciplinary research 
practice: P1. The living lab approach based on a social learning 
process of knowledge-sharing for the knowledge generation. P2. 
Co-researching and improvement of new technologies for 
sustainable land and water management by bridging knowledge 
gaps on water-related land degradation processes P3. 
Exploring, identifying and testing business opportunities based 
on an extended cost-benefit analysis of a range of context-
sensitive management options. P4. Disseminating SALAM-
MED’s outcomes to different audiences and scaling out of the 
solutions for land restoration and the enhancement of socio-
ecosystem resilience in MED drylands.

SALAM-MED is designed to identify, test and validate tailored, 
“nature-based” practical solutions to enhance the resilience of 
endangered MED dryland socio-ecological systems or to restore 
degraded ecosystems in arid and hyper-arid land. New 
knowledge, integrated tools and processes will be co-developed 
with stakeholders through the Living Labs (LL) across “hotspots” 
located in Egypt, Greece, Italy, Morocco, Spain and Tunisia, 
encapsulating a wide range of societal, agricultural, forestry and 
climatological conditions. The LL validated technologies will 
facilitate the efficient usage of ‘every last drop’ of water for civic, 
agricultural and ecosystem services and enhance the potential 
of scaling-up at the policy-making level and scaling-out to other 
MED socio-ecological systems. All relevant stakeholders and 
end-users will be actively engaged to test the effectiveness of 
the emerging solutions.
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Brief summary of the methodology  

1
Problem statement and key objectives

All water-demanding sectors will be negatively impacted by water

scarcity due to climate change

MAIN OBJECTIVE: To advance participatory governance for
sustainable water allocation by integrating non-conventional water

sources in the Mediterranean area.

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES:

• To foster participatory and equitable water governance models

for Mediterranean catchments.

• To innovate water resources and crop production systems

modeling procedures by including Non-Conventional Water
(NCW) sources to increase water availability, considering

climate change scenarios.

• To narrow the implementation gap between European, national,

and international rules and societal and institutional compliance.

KERs Benefits

To define an Innovative modelling 
and optimisation procedure
including NCW 

To be exploited by researchers and to 
support decision makers to favour NCW 
technologies implementation

To produce watershed management 
plans for LLs including one 
transboundary case

To be proposed to river basin 
management administration and local 
and national government - considering 
socio-economic and climate change 
scenarios to improve water management 

To prepare a Policy document for 
upscaling and out-scaling NCW at 
Mediterranean scale and 5 at the 
National scale

To be exploited by policymakers and 
institutions to increase water availability 
which will benefit also civil society and 
industries in order to cope with climate 
change

Within the project Living Labs, different strategies of NCW management 

will be tested with stakeholders, with multiple rounds of participatory 

modelling. A study of optimal cultivable land allocation will be also 

carried out.

Italian LL: Orcia River Basin

Ministry of Development 
and Investments (Greece)

Ministry of University and 
Research (Italy)

Science and Technology 
Development Fund (Egypt)

General Directorate for Scientific Research 
and Technological Development (Algeria)

Ministry of Higher Education and 
Scientific Research (Tunisia)

State Research
Agency (Spain)

Spanish LL: Segura Basin Tunisian/Algerian LL: Wadi El Kebir Basin

Egyptian LL: Wadi Naghamish Basin
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